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eAppendix. Relative Recurrence Risks for Male and Female Offspring 
In the maternal sibling subcohort, we estimated crude relative recurrence risks for ASDs for siblings in the 4 combinations 
of sexes of the first-born and second-born children (male-male, male-female, female-male, and female-female). There were 
no statistically significant differences in relative recurrence risk for ASDs among the 4 combinations of sibling sex (first-
born/second-born: male/male: HR=6.2 (5.0-7.8), male/female: HR=8.4 (5.9-12.0), female/male: HR=5.7 (3.4-9.5), and 
female/female: HR=8.9 (4.2-18.9), P=.39). Previous investigations have found a higher recurrence risk if the affected child 
was female compared with male, suggesting a multifactorial threshold model of transmission, where the risk is elevated for 
relatives of the affected individual in which the disorder is less common.1,2 Our relative recurrence risk measures do not 
support this model. However, the power to detect differential recurrence risks in male and female offspring is small in our 
study due to the few diagnosed girls, which also is evident in the wide CIs. 
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